
Recommended Storm Resistant Trees 

Species  Resistance Fall Color Notes 

American holly 
Ilex opaca 

Moist, neutral 
to acidic soils. 

Wind 
resistant. 

Evergreen. High flammability 
rating. 

American 
hornbeam 
Carpinus 
caroliniana 

Moist soil. Wind, 
flood, and 
ice 
resistant. 

Reds and 
yellows. 

It is basically disease- 
and insect- free. Has a 
slow growth rate. 

American 
sycamore 
Platanus 
occidentalis 

Moist soil. Wind and 
flood 
resistant. 

Orange. Diseases in the MS 
Delta. 

Bald cypress 
Taxodium 
distichum 

Moist soil. Wind, 
flood, and 
ice 
resistant. 

Orange and 
brown. 

Sensitive to 
herbicides. The 
knees can cause 
issues. 

Blackgum 
Nyssa sylvatica 

Moist, well- 
drained, 
acidic soil. 

Wind and 
ice 
resistant. 

Yellow, orange, 
red, and purple. 

Black walnut 
Juglans nigra 

Most soil types. Wind and 
ice 
resistant. 

Bright yellow. It can be toxic to 
specific trees and 
plants. 

Common 
persimmon 
Diospyros 
virginiana 

Dry, 
partly 
shaded. 

Wind and 
flood 
resistant. 

Yellow, pink, red, 
and purple. 

Dioecious. Fruit 
is messy to 
clean. 

Eastern redbud 
Cercis canadensis 

Moderately 
fertile clay 
or sandy 
soil. 

Wind 
resistant. 

Yellow. Weaker branches.

Flowering 
dogwood 
Cornus florida 

Well 
drained 
moist soils. 

Wind 
resistant. 

Red. Threatened by
dogwood 
anthracnose caused 
by a fungus. 

Hophornbeam 
Ostrya virginiana 

Dry 
upland, 

Wind and 
ice 

Red, orange, and 
yellow. 

Slow growing tree. 



mixed 
soils. 

resistant. 

Live oak 
Quercus 
virginiana 

Most soil types. Wind and 
flood 
resistant. 

Evergreen. Very large tree. 
Grows in a 
variety of soils. 

Pecan 
Carya illinoinensis 

Most soil types. Wind and 
flood 
resistant. 

Yellow and 
brown. 

It is difficult to 
transplant because 
of the long taproot 
it develops. 

 

Pignut hickory 
Carya glabra 

Dry, moist, well- 
drained soil. 

Wind and ice 
resistant. 

Yellow. Significant leaf 
litter. 

Shumard oak 
Quercus shumardii 

Well drained 
soils. 

Wind and 
flood 
resistant. 

Red. Handles a wide 
range of site 
conditions. 

Southern catalpa 
Catalpa 
bignonioides 

Wet to moist 
soils. 

Ice resistant. Yellow. Hearty. Labeled 
“indestructible”. 

Southern Magnolia 
Magnolia 
grandiflora 

Most soil types. Wind and 
flood 
resistant. 

Evergreen. May be better 
placed in 
landscaping rather 
than along a street 
due to the leathery 
leaves and large 
seed pods that are 
shed in the fall. 

Swamp chestnut 
oak 
Quercus michauxii 

Moist, well- 
drained, acidic 
sandy to silty 
clay loams 

Wind 
resistant. 

Red.  

Water oak 
Quercus nigra 

Deep, moist, 
poorly drained 
soils. 

Wind and 
flood 
resistant. 

Yellow.  

White oak 
Quercus alba 

Deep, moist, 
well-drained 
sites. 

Ice resistant. Red, 
orange, 
and 
yellow. 

 



Winged elm 
Ulmus alata 

Most soil types. Wind and 
flood 
resistant. 

Yellow. Dutch Elm Disease. 

 
  




